INTRODUCTION.

THE movements of trade from the East to the West must
have been coeval with the migrations in that direction of the
earliest ancestors of our race. In process of time, and as
the more distant westward parts of the extensive continent
of the Eastern Hemisphere were reached, this commerce
developed into the great and important Indo-European
trade of the present day.

Chaldsea undoubtedly owed its wealth and influence to
the trade from the East which passed through that country,
and, according to certain Chinese historians, as interpreted
by Pauthier, there was a direct personal communication by
the Chaldaeans with China so early as the 24th century
B.C. This communication was, no doubt, entirely by land,
as were also the principal trade routes in much later times.
The legend of the arrival of the fish-god " Ea-Han," or
" Cannes," in Chaldeea, probably refers to the first advent
to that country of trading people from the East by sea and
the Persian Gulf.

The position of Chaldeea rendered that country peculiarly
favourable to commerce. Situated at the head of the
Persian Gulf, and intersected by the rivers Tigris and
Euphrates, it was admirably adapted for easy commercial
intercourse with Persia, India, and Ceylon on the one hand,
and with Arabia Felix, Asia Minor, Palestine, Ethiopia,